MINUTES OF THE LIVING STONES OF THE HOLY LAND TRUST

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 2010

Held at St. John’s Undercroft, Notting Hill on Saturday 13th November

At 16.10, the Chairman, Colin South, opened the meeting in prayer

Apologies for absence had been received from Jamil Bullata, Hannah Khalil, Georgina Mortimer, David Toorawa, Sr.Martina Boylan, Mary Pring, Mary Inchbald,  David Henfrey, Robert Benson, Rafiq Farah, Kenneth Cragg, Gerry O’Donnell, Helen Bailey, Cyril Young, Len Harrow, Lena Oun.

Attendance:  Lesley Dawson, Alison Driscoll, Francis Khoo, Ang Swee Chai, Jo Simister, Duncan Macpherson, René Meissner, James Penn, Colin South,  Paul  Winter, Felicity Young, Ahmed Younis.

There being fewer than the fifteen members necessary to be quorate, the decision was taken, after consultation, that sufficient time had elapsed for late arrivals for the Chairman to exercise his discretion. The Chairman agreed the AGM should be held.

Welcome to Alison Driscoll, recently appointed to work half a day a week for Living Stones as Co-ordinator, and who had offered to take the minutes.

Last year’s minutes had been circulated immediately following the AGM and again well in advance of this year’s general meeting.  Jo proposed and Felicity seconded their acceptance as a correct record.  Agreed.
Last year’s AGM had been very successful and a vote of thanks was extended to all those who helped with the preparations. 

Matters Arising – none other than those appearing on the agenda.

Chairman’s Report

Colin spoke to the Chair’s annual report as circulated.  This had been a very busy year during which the trustees had met 6 times.  Two magazines had been published.  Freelance journalist and writer, Victoria Clark, had given the Michael Prior Memorial Fund lecture at Bethlehem University in October 2008.  The fund had also financed a UK speaking tour by Father Jamal Khader, Professor of Religious Studies at Bethlehem University. London University’s Professor Jacqueline Rose’s Michael Prior Memorial Lecture at Twickenham had been extremely well received. In addition to these lectures, the Michael Prior Memorial Fund had continued to give scholarship support to Usama Salman at Lampeter.  Former beneficiary, Grace Al-Zoughbi, would be writing an article about Palestinian women for the next magazine due to be published imminently.

The fund had also supported a home for abandoned children in Bethlehem and the Lutheran Housing association.

Duncan Macpherson led a successful pilgrimage to Jerusalem, Bethlehem and the West Bank in July 2010. A second pilgrimage, during the Week of Prayer for Christian Unity planned for January 2011, has been postponed until the same week in 2012.  Those interested in attending Nur Mashala’s Michael Prior Memorial Lecture at Bethlehem University in February would be invited to participate in additional activities. A flyer with full details was available at the AGM and also on the website.  

Informal discussions with 5th Gospel Retreats would continue.  This year £300 was donated to Friends of Bible Lands in support of an inaugural lecture given by Abuna Elias Shakour in Oxford.   Regular contact is kept with the Middle East Forum through Aziz Nour. We hope to continue to work co-operatively with all our partners.

Archbishop Vincent Nichols had agreed to become a patron and we are intending in the coming year to approach Archbishop John Sentanau and Latin Patriarch Fouad Twal inviting them to become patrons.

Newsletter and Website

The executive had re-examined the possibility of an annual academic magazine. There is no other magazine for academic work about Christians in the Holy Land. Hopefully the magazine will fulfil that role. The proposal is to support this with a more informal twice-yearly newsletter, a prototype of which, thanks to Jo, was available at the AGM.  

Treasurer’s Report and Accounts

Jamil has been very unwell and in hospital the past two weeks.  He has had a pacemaker fitted and is feeling better so hopes to return home soon.  All present were encouraged to actively consider nominations for an assistant treasurer as this has now become urgent. Despite his illness Jamil had put together accounts which have been audited and agreed by the executive.

Total funds held as at 31st March are marginally greater than the previous year.  There have been slight movements in the General and Michael Prior Funds.

The significant single difference is the voluntary income which is £3,000 down due mainly to temporary difficulties this year in maintaining the database and membership correspondence and the subsequent effect on membership subscriptions and donations.  We think we have found someone on the executive who will manage the Database for us so hopefully this will be reflected in future accounts.  Expenditure was down on the previous year.

Acceptance of the accounts was moved by Duncan and seconded by Felicity. The accounts are available on the Living Stones and the Charity Commission websites. Agreed.
Appointment of auditors – Jamil recommends we retain Chater, Browne and Curry.  Lesley proposed and Felicity seconded.  Agreed.
Members of Executive Committee

Duncan requested some alterations to his description. He would be President for the next two years

Vote of thanks to Hannah Khalil who has completely revamped the website.

Lesley had been appointed during the year and her trusteeship was ratified.

Gerry O’Donnell not able to attend any meetings in the year because of health and family problems so his name will be removed. Thanks were expressed for his years of service.

Reminder that all members of the executive must attend at least 3 out of the six meetings in any one year. Anyone expressing an interest in joining the trustees would be very welcome.

Swee proposed, Paul Winter seconded the Executive with Colin as Chair and 

Jamil as treasurer. Agreed.


Duncan proposed and Swee seconded the nomination of Jim Penn as a member.  Agreed.
Any Other Business

Jim Penn suggested we advertise the pilgrimage in the Oxford Diocese Journal.  Colin to action. Generally felt we might gain better response by advertising in our local Churches Together groups.  The idea is to worship with Christians in Bethlehem during the Week of Prayer for Christian Unity. Felicity stressed this is an opportunity to see Christians in a local context.

The meeting closed at 4.55 with thanks to Jo for preparing the lunch and newsletter.

