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Editor Jo Simister writes: 

This edition reports on the Living Stones pilgrimage which visited 
Jordan for Orthodox Holy Week and Easter, along with brief items 
about our other activities over the past year. There are some dates for 
your diary and information on next year's proposed pilgrimage 
itineraries.  

Also, you will find tucked into your newsletter a message from our 
new Chair, Professor Mary Grey. Mary took on the role at our last 
AGM, we apologise that her letter has been delayed waiting for this 
newsletter to be published.  

On the back page you will find a poster for our 2015 Consultation Day 
& AGM, which has the theme of ‘The Christian Legacy in the Middle 
East’. It will be a chance to meet together for stimulating discussion 
and a chance to see the film ‘Britain in Palestine 1917-1948’ produced 
by the Balfour Project. 

www.facebook.com/CarthageFm.Tn 

We live in ‘interesting times’ as the Chinese curse puts it. Maybe, like me, you find recent upheavals 
across the Middle East and Europe harrowing and deeply troubling. It is easy to feel helpless when faced 
with the constant media images of huge movements of desperate refugees on the one hand, and the 
ramping up of anxiety about immigration on the other. We try to stay grounded in compassion and to be 
properly informed, and to do something even if it is only something small, hanging onto a belief that 
many small acts can add up to something effective. But it is hard! 

One difficulty is being well-informed, and knowing where to go for accurate and objective information. 
The rapid progress of news means that our website, which we relaunched last year but which is only 
updated once or twice a month, is not really suitable for up to the minute news stories, although it can 
signpost sources of information.  

To facilitate a more immediate news feed, we have made a Facebook page, 
https://www.facebook.com/livingstonesonlineuk, where we can post items as they come in, 
concentrating on those about the Christian communities of the Middle East. You do not have to be a 
Facebook member to see the page, so please take a look. (If you are a Facebook user you can follow the 
activity directly, and of course please 'like' and 'share' our postings!) For a more interactive discussion 
between members, we are considering a Facebook group page. 

(NB: The website is having a spring clean at the moment and your suggestions of how to improve it 
further would be very welcome - please send them to newsletter@livingstonesonline.org.uk.) 
  

https://www.facebook.com/livingstonesonlineuk
mailto:newsletter@livingstonesonline.org.uk
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LIVING STONES JORDAN PILGRIMAGE  

TO COINCIDE WITH ORTHODOX EASTER April 7-16, 2015 
 

Living Stones Hon President Revd Dr Duncan Macpherson led a group of 14 to join local Christians in 
Jordan for celebrations of the various Holy Week and Easter liturgies. Besides joining congregations 
at several of the churches in Amman, the group also visited Christian communities in Fuhais and 
Zerqa, and met with some of the representatives of Christian organisations. Sightseeing was not 
neglected - bearing in mind that many biblical sites are located in Jordan, as well as key historical 
locations and one of the modern wonders of the world, Petra.   

 

 

  
 

 

Wednesday 8th April 

 Baptism site, etc:  Elijah’s Hill, a complex of several 

churches and monastery sites; we spent time in the 

Greek Orthodox church, and renewed our baptismal 

vows with a sprinkling of Jordan water. 

 La Storia, nr Mount Nebo: animated museum about 

Jordanian cultural background, also mosaic and 

inlaid wood workshops – and a good lunch! 

 Mount Nebo: the priest in residence allowed the 

pilgrimage clergy to celebrate mass in the chapel; 

we walked around the site and viewed the 

sculptures. We were also able to visit the museum 

and excavation of the original church; two mosaics 

are currently available to view (others are being 

excavated/ restored). 

 Madeba: we joined the Liturgy of Holy Unction at 

the Greek Orthodox basilica of St George, briefly. 

The famous mosaic map was covered by carpet to 

allow the clergy to move around for the liturgy, so 

we drank sage tea while discussing a wall-mounted 

replica, which enabled some helpful explanation of 

the items included in the mosaic. 
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Thursday 9th April 

 We began at the Mosque of the 

Martyr King Abdullah bin Al-Hussein 

Mosque (the one with the wide blue 

dome) and cultural centre and bazaar 

(buyer beware!) 

 Across the road to the Coptic 

Orthodox Patriarchate church for a 

brief visit to their Maundy Thursday 

morning liturgy. 

 On to the Roman, Byzantine and 

Umayyad ruins atop Amman citadel, 

and the fascinating finds displayed in 

the museum. 

 Downtown to the simple Hashem 

restaurant (where the king took family 

and friends for a Ramadan breakfast 

early one morning – the copious 

chickpea-based meal costs less than 

£4!), and through the market to the 

Roman amphitheatre and museum. 

 Finally, to the Latin (i.e. Roman 

Catholic ) cathedral for Maundy 

Thursday Mass, with foot washing etc, 

clergy of our group assisting – standing 

room only so several of us went into 

the parish room for a  good view by 

video.  

 

Friday 10th April 

 An early start for the Good Friday 

ecumenical Stations of the Cross with 

the community in Fuheis – a very good 

way to get to know local people. The 

procession winds up through the town 

pausing at a series of mosaics, and 

finishing at the cemetery at the top of 

the hill. 

 

 



Living Stones Newsletter No 9: September 2015. 

 4 

 
 

  
 

 

 After that exertion we were ready 

for the Windmills restaurant and 

cultural centre, with traditional 

bread. 

 Teeming rain as we joined the Good 

Friday Burial liturgy at the Syrian 

Orthodox Church of St Ephraim – 

seen as an omen of blessing, and 

certainly not enough to dampen the 

spirits of the young scouts and 

musicians! 

 
We were shepherded through the 

long poignant service of laments, 

processions and ‘interment’ by our 

agent George Mizreki, who is a 

deacon in this church, and his 

colleague its architect who explained 

some of the symbolism he had 

included in the building. 

 Our evening speaker was Fr Bernard 

Arputhasamy SJ, country director of 

the Jesuit Refugee Service. 

 

Saturday 11th April 

 North from Amman, enjoying the potteries and garden centres displaying their products be the main road – 

but we were looking for dairy produce, specifically buttermilk to take as a treat to our first destination. 
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 Our Lady of the Mount Mission, 

Anjara: Fr Simon of the Religious 

Family of the Incarnate Word 

showed us around, and we 

shared our buttermilk with some 

boisterous children from the 

orphanage.  

 We also visited the school and 

physiotherapy clinic.  

 
 The church was being prepared 

for the Easter Vigil – plenty of 

flowers and freshly laundered 

fine linen! and we also paid our 

respects at the shrine to the Our 

Lady of the Mount. 

 
 Jerash (Gerasa) – enormous city 

of the Decapolis,; excavations 

have found 22 churches, 2 

theatres, a forum, streets, 

fountains, mosaics ...  

 Easter Vigil with the Melkites, 

clergy from our group all 

participating. 
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Sunday 12th April 

 Easter morning at the 

Anglican church of St Saviour 

in Zerqa; Duncan read the 

gospel; coffee and chocolate 

eggs with congregation 

afterwards, a chance to meet 

the parish priest Fr Khalil 

Freij and his wife Rana. 

 Mar Yussef community in 

Zerqa, to meet Fr Hanna and 

have lunch as guests of the 

Iraqi refugee families. The 

community has schools, 

workshops, a church and 

shrine to Our Lady Queen of 

Peace. 
 

Monday 13th April 

 Meeting church leaders, 

including George J Hazou, of 

the Middle East Council of 

Churches Dept of Services for 

Palestinian Refugees, at the 

house of George Miseki, our 

agent, a deacon in the Syrian 

Orthodox Church. 

 Evening talk from Chris 

Jordan, of Jordan Evangelical 

Theological Seminary. 

 

 

 

Tuesday 14th April 

 6 members of the group were able to visit Petra – Nabatean 

stronghold, modern Wonder of the World – calling at Ain Musa, 

one of the ten ancient springs associated with Moses. 
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Weds 15th April 

 Sunrise panorama 

over Petra, and on 

to Kerak. 

 Meeting Abouna 

Fadi Halasa, the 

Greek Orthodox 

parish priest and 

his family, enjoying 

traditional Easter 

pastries and herb 

teas. 

 Kerak – imposing 

Crusader fortress 

(unfortunately the 

Museum of 

Architecture was 

closed). 

 

 

Thursday 16th April 

 and then there were three left, with some hours to fill: 

 Umm Qais (Gadera, extensive Decapolis city of basalt and 

sandstone) 

 Pella (Canaanite and later, Decapolis city, refuge of early 

Christians)  

 Ajlun (Islamic fortress, well preserved/ restored) 
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LIVING STONES TRUST PILGRIMAGES IN 2016: 
(further details will be posted on www.livingstonesonline.org.uk as they become available) 

 

Week of Prayer for Christian Unity in Jerusalem: January 20th-30th  
The 2016 pilgrimage is being coordinated with ABCD (Action around Bethlehem Children with 
Disability)*. We expect to be visiting Beersheba and Jaffa before joining the Jerusalem Week of 
Prayer schedule in different churches each evening. We will be following our principal aims to:  
Encounter Christian communities, Understand the context in which they exercise their faith, 
Encourage by our presence and interest, Reflect and pray, and Witness by sharing what we have 
experienced. 
The schedule will also include the Michael Prior Memorial Lecture, which will be delivered by our 
Chair of the Living Stones Trust, Professor Mary Grey, on theological aspects of the Balfour 
Declaration, as we come towards the centenary. 
* Those interested in visiting ABCD’s partners in the area are invited to have lunch at the BASR 
(Bethlehem Arab Society for Rehabilitation) and to see the Al Basma sheltered workshop and “The 
Sheepfold” day care centre in Beit Sahour.  There will still be time to visit the Church of the Nativity 
and Shepherds’ Fields. It will also be possible to visit one or even both of the ABCD projects in the 
Jalazone and Nur Shams refugee camps north of Jerusalem, where ABCD has been involved in setting 
up, equipping and staffing centres for disabled children. All such visits will encourage the staff, parents 
and children attending the centres and give a glimpse into the lives of people with disabilities and their 
families who are refugees. 
 

Jordan and St Catherine’s Monastery, Sinai: March 30th – April 10th (tbc) 
We are exploring the feasibility of a pilgrimage to Amman, Aqaba and Petra in Jordan, with a trip to 
St Catherine’s Monastery to see the important Icon Museum. The likely cost including flights and full 
programme will probably be around £2000. Please let us know if you might be interested (no 
commitment at this point, your name will be put on the email list for information circulation).  
 

PUTTING OUR LIVING STONES PILGRIMAGES INTO A WIDER DEBATE: 
UN BETHLEHEM CONFERENCE AND INITIATIVE ON RELIGIOUS TOURISM 

The United Nations World Tourism Organization organised a two-day international conference in Bethlehem in 
June entitled “Fostering sustainable socio-economic development for host communities”.  Tourism is hugely 
important to the Palestinian economy, while its development has been hindered by the Israeli occupation, and 
policies which blur territorial lines between Israel and Palestine.  

Here are some extracts from the Final Declaration which are of interest in our pilgrimage planning: 

 Promote the valuable contribution  of  pilgrimages  and  religious  tourism  to  intercultural and interfaith 
dialogue and  understanding;  

 Encourage new policies and approaches to the development, management and promotion of tourism  in 
religious sites, including sacred natural sites, seeking sustainable and inclusive models that enable the 
adequate participation  of traditional  custodians  and host  communities;  

 Enhance the  socio-economic benefits of religious tourism at the local level and provide a balance between 
the needs of religious tourists and tourists visiting religious sites for other purposes; 

 Promote entrepreneurship in local communities,  to  innovate  in  the  development  and  management  of  
tourism services,  activities  and experiences that diversify and broaden the religious tourism product base; 

 Develop religious tourism  routes, cross-country  pilgrimages and networks  of religious tourism 
destinations, as effective means  to foster  regional  development and  integration, cross-cultural 
exchanges and understanding as well as self education and learning; 

(Full proceedings at http://middle-east.unwto.org/event/bethlehem-declaration, and the full Declaration in 
English at http://dtxtq4w60xqpw.cloudfront.net/sites/all/files/pdf/final_bethlehem_declaration_web_e.pdf.) 
 

http://www.livingstonesonline.org.uk/
http://middle-east.unwto.org/event/bethlehem-declaration
http://dtxtq4w60xqpw.cloudfront.net/sites/all/files/pdf/final_bethlehem_declaration_web_e.pdf
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BOOK REVIEW: 
Christian Persecutions in the Middle East: A 21st Century Tragedy;  

George J Marlin. 
 

Extracts – full article at http://www.obethlehem.com/persecutions-of-middle-east-christians  

George J Marlin is chairman of 
Aid to the Church in Need- USA, a 
Catholic charity under the 
guidance of the Pope that 
supports and aids the persecuted 
and suffering Church around the 
world. Last year, Aid to the 
Church in Need raised $100 
million internationally. 

His latest book, Christian 
Persecutions in the Middle East: A 
21st Century Tragedy, was 
published earlier this month by 
St. Augustine's Press, and details 
the rise of radical Islamism and 
its impact on Christians 
throughout the Middle East. 

Growing unrest in the Middle East is causing great concern for the Christian community around the world, and 
author George J. Marlin is hoping to enlighten Western Christians on how seriously matters are progressing, as 
their brethren in the Middle East continue to undergo persecution. 

Marlin says that for the Christians, their “most daunting task is to survive.” “They’re concerned about survival, 
they’re concerned about getting three meals a day, they’re hoping they can educate their kids someday. 
They’re hoping they can come back to their home.” 

“More importantly, we have to keep in mind that these Christians are beginning to feel abandoned by the 
Christian world because, although the Pope has come out and made some statements, Cardinal Dolan of New 
York has made some statements … in the Western media, a lot of this is being ignored,” Marlin stated. 

The book examines the history of both Christianity and Islam in the Middle East; followed by an in-depth look 
at eight countries in the region where Christians are particularly persecuted; it then includes perspectives of 
various experts from the region. 

“It’s eye-opening for me ..... that [so many people are] shocked to learn that there are Christians in the Middle 
East,” Marlin stated. ....  Christians can often regard only Europe as historically Christians, and “sometimes 
forget that the first center [of the Church] was in Antioch, Syria before St Peter moved it to Rome, and so the 
apostles and early martyrs of the Church were in the Middle East.” 

Marlin said that it is important for people to realize that even before the Islamic State “came on the scene two 
years ago,” the 21st century has continually experienced “systemic persecution of Christians.” 

Middle Eastern Christians are suffering from persecution by being treated as second-class citizens, forced 
conversions, job and education discrimination, bombing of churches, murdering of priests and bishops, 
destruction of Catholic homes and businesses, capital punishment for practising religion in public, and 
kidnapping of children. 

Documents and manuscripts dating back thousands of years have also been destroyed. “We have Christians 
being driven out, they may never come back,” Marlin stated. “We have the institutional Church being 
destroyed, and we have the patrimony of the Church being destroyed.” 

Marlin's book concludes with an epilogue and an appendix that provides important documents pertaining to 
the persecution of Christians, including addresses from Pope Francis, Benedict XVI, and Cardinal Timothy Dolan 
of New York. 

http://www.obethlehem.com/persecutions-of-middle-east-christians
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A QUICK ROUND UP OF OUR ACTIVITIES AND SOME FUTURE EVENTS: 
 

Consultation Day and AGM on November 14th 2015:  
(see poster on the back cover for details) 
 

 

Please join us on Saturday 14th 
November.  
We will begin with our AGM, which 
is a chance to hear about all the 
work and planning which we have 
been doing on behalf of Living 
Stones of the Holy Land Trust, its 
members and those whom we 
seek to support. 
Then we move on to a lively 
programme of discussion and a 
film, and of course socialising and 
our Palestinian crafts and 
bookstall. 

 
Michael Prior Memorial Fund Scholarships awarded in 2015: 
 Abed Maseeh currently works at the Latin Patriarchate in Jerusalem.  He is in Year Two of a part time MA 

in Jerusalem Studies at Al Quds University in the West Bank, and Living Stones funded his course fees for 
year One and have continued to  support him this year. 

 Marcelle Zoughbi currently teaches English at Schmidt Girls College in Jerusalem. She begins a one year 
full time MA in International Studies and Diplomacy at SOAS (School of Oriental and African Studies) in 
London. Living Stones have part funded her course fees. 

 Jack Nassar is currently Executive Manager of Bashar Massar’s office at Massar International in Ramallah. 
He begins a one year full time MA in Political Communications at Goldsmith’s College, University of London 
and Living Stones have part funded his course fees. 

Theology Group:  
(more about the group at http://www.livingstonesonline.org.uk/theology-group)  

Next meeting: 12noon-3pm on Thurs 8th October at Heythrop College, Kensington Square, London W8 5HN, in 
the Bellarmine Room, (across the other side of the courtyard). Meetings normally begin with a short 
informal lunch discussion (bring sandwiches), followed by the paper. You can follow the blog at 
http://www.lstheologygroup.blogspot.co.uk/. Please contact the Chair at 
theologygroup@livingstonesonline.org.uk if you would like to come along. 

  

Living Stones of the Holy Land Trust at Greenbelt, August 2016: 
Greenbelt Festival was held at Boughton House near Kettering for the second year. It was a much smaller 
event than previously held at Cheltenham Race Course (7,000 people) but still well worth attending with 
thought provoking talks such as “The Jihad of Jesus” by Australian, Dave Andrews and “Syria; who are the 
Good Guys” by Jeremy Moody of Embrace the Middle East. Interviews with people like Mona Siddiqui, a 
Muslim woman academic in the UK and Leila Sansour’s film “Open Bethlehem” were informative and 
entertaining and workshops on Scapegoating were innovative.  
 

Amos Trust, Open Doors and Embrace the Middle East had stands in the G Source tent but no other 
charities working in the Middle East were in evidence. However, one Friends of Sabeel UK supporter used 
his commercial stand to publicise issues about Kairos, the Balfour project and the Cremisan Wall. We 
(Lesley Dawson and Jo Simister) were able to work with John Logan of Merian Derwent, share discussions 
with customers and publicise Living Stones pilgrimages. We also canvassed all the college and university 
stands in G Source to advertise Michael Prior Scholarships. 

http://www.livingstonesonline.org.uk/theology-group
http://www.lstheologygroup.blogspot.co.uk/
mailto:theologygroup@livingstonesonline.org.uk


Living Stones Newsletter No 9: September 2015. 

 11 

 

Twinning Group Conference Nov 21st 2015: 
The Britain-Palestine Friendship and Twinning Network (BPFTN) will hold its next conference in 
Birmingham on Saturday 21st November at the Birmingham District Office of Unite Union, Transport 
House, 211 Broad Street, Birmingham, B15 1AY.  
The hosts will be the Walsall-Kobar Friendship group (Kobar is a village near Ramallah in the West Bank). 
The Conference will have a Health theme, with speakers including representatives of Medical Aid for 
Palestinians, the Palestinian Ambassador Professor Manuel Hassassian (commitments permitting) and 
BPFTN's UK Patron Sir Vincent Fean.  
The cost for the day will be £5 per person, which includes lunch. 
Further details will be posted at www.livingstonesonline.org.uk when they are known. 

 

 

“O rascal children of Gaza. 

You who constantly disturbed me with your screams under my window. 

You who filled every morning with rush and chaos. 

You who broke my vase and stole the lonely flower on my balcony. 

Come back, and scream as you want and break all the vases. 

Steal all the flowers. 

Come back.....Just come back......” 
 Khaled Juma, a Palestinian poet from Gaza 

 

 

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION 

 

Please complete this form and return to: (please print clearly)  

Living Stones, 48 Strickland Way, ORPINGTON, BR6 9UE together with EITHER a cheque for £20 

payable to Living Stones OR the Standing Order Mandate. If you are a UK tax payer please ALSO 

complete the Gift Aid box:  

 I enclose a cheque for £20 made payable to Living Stones  

 I wish to pay by standing order, and have completed the form below  

 I am a UK tax payer, and authorise Living Stones to collect Gift Aid on this and any subsequent 

donations.  

Signed: ....................................................................................Dated: ....................................................... 

Name: ........................................................................................................................................................ 

Address: ................................................................................ Postcode: ..................................................  

Email: .....................................................................................Telephone:.................................................  

 

STANDING ORDER MANDATE: 

To the Manager of  ………………………………………………………........... (name of your Bank/Building Society) 

Address:..................................................................................Postcode:...................................................

Please pay the sum of twenty pounds/ £20 immediately, and thereafter annually until further 

notice in writing.  

From:  Your account name:...................................................................................................................... 

Your account number:............................................................Your Bank Sort Code:............................... 

To:  LIVING STONES Account No: 8913 7808; Code: 09-01-55 

Your signature:.......................................................................Date:......................................................... 

Your Address:.........................................................................Postcode: ................................................ 

http://www.livingstonesonline.org.uk/
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Living Stones of the Holy Land Trust invite members and friends to their 

2015 Consultation Day & AGM:  
The Christian Legacy in the Middle East 

 

 
 

Saturday 14th November 2015  
10.00am to 4pm at the Jesuit Centre, 114 Mount St, London W1K 3AY  

 

Programme for the day: 
10.00-10.30 Registration, refreshments.  

10.30-11.15 Living Stones AGM  

11.15-11.30 Break 

11.30-13.15 Rev Andrew Ashdown on 'The Survival of the Christian Community in the Middle 
East and its place in a region dominated by Islam', with responses by a panel, 
and discussion: 

 Anthony O’ Mahony, Director, Centre for Eastern Christianity, Heythrop College. 
     Huda Nassar, Middle East Director, Awareness Foundation. 
     Sheikh Dr Usama Hasan Senior Researcher (Islamic Studies), Quilliam Foundation. 
 Dr Mariz Tadros, Institute of Development Studies, University of Sussex 

13.15-14.15  Lunch break, Bookstall, Palestinian Crafts:  

 Bring your own lunch and something to share if you wish; beverages will be 

available. Palestinian crafts will be on sale in aid of the Michael Prior Memorial 

Fund. There will be a bookstall of Living Stones publications. 

14.15-15.15 A film from the Balfour Project, ‘Britain in Palestine 1917-1948’ and discussion. 

15.15-16.00 Evening Prayer in St Ignatius Chapel. 
 

www.livingstonesonline.org.uk – Registered Charity No. 1081204 
 


